
 

January 24 & 25, 2026 

 
Philippians 1:1-11 (NLT) 
This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus.  
 

I am writing to all of God’s holy people in Philippi who belong to Christ 
Jesus, including the church leaders and deacons.  
 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.  
 

Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. Whenever I pray, I 
make my requests for all of you with joy, for you have been my partners 
in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it 
until now. And I am certain that God, who began the good work within 
you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when 
Christ Jesus returns.  
 

So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you have a 
special place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, 
both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of 
the Good News. God knows how much I love you and long for you with 
the tender compassion of Christ Jesus.  
 

I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep 
on growing in knowledge and understanding. For I want you to 
understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and 
blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. May you always be filled 
with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your 
life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God. 
 

 

P_____________ that I belong to God because I believe, 
not because I behave. 
 

Philippians 1:1-2 (NLT) 
This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus. I am writing 
to all of God’s holy people in Philippi who belong to Christ Jesus, 
including the church leaders and deacons. 

 



 
2 Critical Realities: 
 

• I don’t try to be good to belong to God.  Because I already 

belong to God, I can be _________. 
 

• Grace and peace are not rewards; they are _________ given to 

those who believe Jesus died for them. 

 
Ephesians 2:8-10 (MSG) 
Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All we do is trust him enough to 
let him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to finish! We don’t play the major 
role. If we did, we’d probably go around bragging that we’d done the 
whole thing! No, we neither make nor save ourselves. God does both 
the making and saving. He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join 
him in the work he does, the good work he has gotten ready for us to 
do, work we had better be doing. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (TPT) 
For God made the only one who did not know sin to become sin for us, 
so that we might become the righteousness of God through our union 
with him. 
 

Our family name is not earned by performance; it is 

_________________ by relationship. 

 
R________________ God has already done more in me 
than I often acknowledge. 
 

Philippians 1:3-5 (NLT) 
Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. Whenever I pray, I 
make my requests for all of you with joy, for you have been my partners 
in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it 
until now. 
 
2 Critical Realities: 
 

• _______ comes or increases when I intentionally recognize 
how far God has already brought me. 

 

• ___________________ reveals the depth of my spiritual growth. 
 
Psalm 143:5-6 (MSG) 
I sat there in despair, my spirit draining away, my heart heavy, like lead. 
I remembered the old days, went over all you’ve done, pondered the 
ways you’ve worked, stretched out my hands to you, as thirsty for you 
as a desert thirsty for rain. 
 



 

O______________ with the confidence that God always 
finishes what He starts. 
 

Philippians 1:6 (NLT) 
And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you,  
will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ 
Jesus returns. 
 
2 Critical Realities: 
 

• I can rest because my growth does not depend on my 

____________________.  
 

• I know when I’m struggling God is still _____________,          
not absent.  

 
Psalm 37:23-24 (GNT) 
The Lord guides us in the way we should go and protects those who 
please him. If they fall, they will not stay down, because the Lord will 
help them up. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (GNT) 
May the God who gives us peace make you holy in every way and keep 
your whole being—spirit, soul, and body—free from every fault at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you will do it, because he 
is faithful. 

 
V__________ God’s unwavering love during my ongoing 
transformation.  
 

Philippians 1:7-8 (NLT) 
So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you have a 
special place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, 
both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of 
the Good News. God knows how much I love you and long for you with 
the tender compassion of Christ Jesus. 
 
__________ is not postponed until maturity is complete. 
 
2 Critical Realities: 
 

• I never have to wait until I’m “______________” to be loved     
by God.  

 

• I can be sure that in the middle of my mess, God’s 

________________________ always meets me there. 

 
Romans 5:8 (NIV) 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 



 
Psalm 103:13 (TPT) 
The same way a loving father feels toward his children—that’s but a 
sample of your tender feelings toward us, your beloved children, who 
live in awe of you. 

 
E_______________ how God is shaping in me what 
matters most to Him.  
 

Philippians 1:9-11 (NLT) 
I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep 
on growing in knowledge and understanding. For I want you to 
understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and 
blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. May you always be filled 
with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your 
life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God. 
 
Paul prays for love, wisdom, discernment, and character – this is 

______________________ transformation. 

 
2 Critical Realities: 
 

• As God shapes what I love, my choices begin to 

______________ His choices.  
 

• As God works in me, it will be ________________________ in 
my life over time. 

 
Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT) 
But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law against these things! 
 

Hebrews 12:7-11 (NIV) 
Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children.  
For what children are not disciplined by their father? If you are not 
disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not 
legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all  
had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. 
How much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live!  
They disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God 
disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 
No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, 
it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have 
been trained by it. 
 
Critical Questions I Must Ask: 
 

• Where can I thank God today for growth instead of focusing on 
what is unfinished? 

 

• How would my attitude change if I trusted God’s faithfulness 
more fully? 



 

January 24 & 25, 2026 

 
Philippians 1:1-11 (NLT) 
This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus.  
 

I am writing to all of God’s holy people in Philippi who belong to Christ 
Jesus, including the church leaders and deacons.  
 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace.  
 

Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. Whenever I pray, I 
make my requests for all of you with joy, for you have been my partners 
in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it 
until now. And I am certain that God, who began the good work within 
you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when 
Christ Jesus returns.  
 

So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you have a 
special place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, 
both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of 
the Good News. God knows how much I love you and long for you with 
the tender compassion of Christ Jesus.  
 

I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep 
on growing in knowledge and understanding. For I want you to 
understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and 
blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. May you always be filled 
with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your 
life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God. 
 

 

Proclaim that I belong to God because I believe, not 
because I behave. 
 

Philippians 1:1-2 (NLT) 
This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus. I am writing 
to all of God’s holy people in Philippi who belong to Christ Jesus, 
including the church leaders and deacons. 

 



 
2 Critical Realities: 
 

• I don’t try to be good to belong to God.  Because I already 
belong to God, I can be good. 

 

• Grace and peace are not rewards; they are gifts given to those 
who believe Jesus died for them. 

 
Ephesians 2:8-10 (MSG) 
Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All we do is trust him enough to 
let him do it. It’s God’s gift from start to finish! We don’t play the major 
role. If we did, we’d probably go around bragging that we’d done the 
whole thing! No, we neither make nor save ourselves. God does both 
the making and saving. He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join 
him in the work he does, the good work he has gotten ready for us to 
do, work we had better be doing. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (TPT) 
For God made the only one who did not know sin to become sin for us, 
so that we might become the righteousness of God through our union 
with him. 
 

Our family name is not earned by performance; it is received by 
relationship. 

 
Recognize God has already done more in me than I often 
acknowledge. 
 

Philippians 1:3-5 (NLT) 
Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. Whenever I pray, I 
make my requests for all of you with joy, for you have been my partners 
in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it 
until now. 
 
2 Critical Realities: 
 

• Joy comes or increases when I intentionally recognize how far 
God has already brought me. 

 

• Gratitude reveals the depth of my spiritual growth. 
 
Psalm 143:5-6 (MSG) 
I sat there in despair, my spirit draining away, my heart heavy, like lead. 
I remembered the old days, went over all you’ve done, pondered the 
ways you’ve worked, stretched out my hands to you, as thirsty for you 
as a desert thirsty for rain. 
 



 

Operate with the confidence that God always finishes 
what He starts. 
 

Philippians 1:6 (NLT) 
And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you,  
will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ 
Jesus returns. 
 
2 Critical Realities: 
 

• I can rest because my growth does not depend on my 
perfection.  

 

• I know when I’m struggling God is still active, not absent.  
 
Psalm 37:23-24 (GNT) 
The Lord guides us in the way we should go and protects those who 
please him. If they fall, they will not stay down, because the Lord will 
help them up. 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (GNT) 
May the God who gives us peace make you holy in every way and keep 
your whole being—spirit, soul, and body—free from every fault at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you will do it, because he 
is faithful. 

 
Value God’s unwavering love during my ongoing 
transformation.  
 

Philippians 1:7-8 (NLT) 
So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you have a 
special place in my heart. You share with me the special favor of God, 
both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of 
the Good News. God knows how much I love you and long for you with 
the tender compassion of Christ Jesus. 
 
Love is not postponed until maturity is complete. 
 
2 Critical Realities: 
 

• I never have to wait until I’m “better” to be loved by God.  
 

• I can be sure that in the middle of my mess, God’s compassion 
always meets me there. 

 
Romans 5:8 (NIV) 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

Psalm 103:13 (TPT) 
The same way a loving father feels toward his children—that’s but a 
sample of your tender feelings toward us, your beloved children, who 
live in awe of you. 



 
Embrace how God is shaping in me what matters most  
to Him.  
 

Philippians 1:9-11 (NLT) 
I pray that your love will overflow more and more, and that you will keep 
on growing in knowledge and understanding. For I want you to 
understand what really matters, so that you may live pure and 
blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return. May you always be filled 
with the fruit of your salvation—the righteous character produced in your 
life by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to God. 
 
Paul prays for love, wisdom, discernment, and character – this is 
inside-out transformation. 
 
2 Critical Realities: 
 

• As God shapes what I love, my choices begin to reflect His 
choices.  

 

• As God works in me, it will be demonstrated in my life over 
time. 

 
Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT) 
But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law against these things! 
 

Hebrews 12:7-11 (NIV) 
Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For 
what children are not disciplined by their father? If you are not 
disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not 
legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had 
human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How 
much more should we submit to the Father of spirits and live! They 
disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines 
us for our good, in order that we may share in his holiness. No discipline 
seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a 
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by 
it. 
 
Critical Questions I Must Ask: 
 

• Where can I thank God today for growth instead of focusing on 
what is unfinished? 

 

• How would my attitude change if I trusted God’s faithfulness 
more fully? 


